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A n  Interview with 
Mohdmed Choukri 

The hloroccan \\riter Mohanied Chouhri \\as born in the Rif in 1935 and moved to 
Tangier in 1943 to flee from famine. There he led the life of a vagabond, earnins his li\ ing 
by shining shoes, selling nenspapers and \egetnbles. washins dishes in cafes and 
restaurants. pickpockcting. euidine tourists and sinsing. At nineteen he decided to learn 
ho\\ to read and \\rite. Then he started experimenting with \\riling. In 1966, the Lebanese 
literary monthl! .41-.-ldalahpublished a short story by Choukri which attracted attention to 
him. His best Lno\\n nark is .4l-Rhtrh; a/-Hafr, a painfully honest autobiography in 
which he presents childhood and adolescence \\ithin a Third World lumpenproletariat. 
The \\ark, nith its candid presentation of \iolence and sexuality, was considered too 
sub\ersi\e and re\olutionary for publication. It was not published in Arabic until Choukri 
had become an internationally kno\\n author. An Enelish adaptation \\as published in 
1973 entitled For Bread Alotre. by the American novelist Paul Bowles: and a French 
translation by the hloroccan \vriter and poet Tahar Ben Jelloun entitled Lepairr rru was 
published in 1980. The \vorh \\as adapted for the stage and was performed at the "Lucer-
naire." a Paris theater, in 1983. 

.4l(f inter\ie\ved Mohamed Choukri in \vri t in in 1985. The entire text of the exchange is 
published in Arabic. The follo\\ing are translated excerpts from it. 

In .4I-Khub: a/-H& {For Bread Alone) I present immoral scenes in order to  look for 
morality and ideals. The characters of my autobiography are not content with their im-
moral condition since they do not rejoice in being corrupt; they become corrupt through 
horrible social oppression. Their life is turned into a commodity and that is why they lose 
their humane values. 

When I first met Jean Genet in Tangier in 1968, 1 had not read any complete text by 
him, only some articles on him in Arabic and Spanish periodicals (his works were banned 
during Franco's period). I introduced myself to him as a Moroccan writer, though I had 
only published t\vo short stories in A/- dab in Beirut. We became friends instantly ... As 
for Tennessee Williams, he was introduced to me by Paul Bowles ... Tennessee was 
careful not to establish any relations with Moroccans. In fact my relationship with him, 
unlike that \vith Genet, was distant. Tennessee was temperamental in his relations, as I 
observed. As for their creativity, I vie\\. both of them as giants, though neither of them 
recognizes the other, especially Genet \vho told me that what Tennessee wrote did not in-
terest him at all. 

Classical Arabic literature is one of the most liberal literatures in the world despite the 
repression that was exercised on it at certain periods. It has had its martyrs too, such as 
Tarfa ibn al-'Abd, 1mr"' al-Qays, a l - ~ a l l a j ,~ b u~ i y y a na l -~awhid i ,~ a s h s h a r ,  
Ibn al-Sluqaffa', Ibn a l - ~ u m ? ,a l - ~ u t a n a b b iwho were persecuted and killed by tyrants 
and thieves. 
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1 .  Sexe, Iddologie et Islam 
(aux editions Tierce en 1983) 

2. Le Maroc racontd par ses femmes 
(Chez la societe Marocaine des Editeurs RCunis, Rabat) 
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